Chicago Be-All Conference 2007
Crossdressers and Spouses/Partners Very Welcome
The Chicago Be-All Conference will be held May 29th through June 3rd at the Double Tree Hotel in Downer’s Grove on Butterfield Road just off Hwy 355.  This is the Tuesday through Sunday after Memorial Day, a week earlier than last year’s conference.  As in past years, there will be plenty of social activities both on and off premises to offer lots of fun.

This year there are a number of seminars designed to be of specific interest to crossdressers and their spouses/partners.  Here is a sampling of those seminar topics and descriptions:
Partner’s Forum on Your Feminine Image …  Spouses contribute and share their favorite fashion memories and faux pas.  Let us and your spouse help you blend.  Develop your style.  Learn about and discuss appropriate styles and fashion looks; coordinating hair, makeup and clothing.  Presenters:  Rori Scheffler of Transformations by Rori & Pat Diehn.

A More Comfortable Closet  …  An existential/hunamnistic perspective for spouses/partners and/or their crossdresser/transgender partners on dealing with various emotions such as frustration, despair, anger, trust, fear and other issues related to living a closeted/dual life.  Presenters:  Dr. Carilyn Guedes, Psy. D., CADC & doctoral student Brad Stepp, both from the Chicago School of Professional Psychology.
You Are Welcome Here!  ...  In a world that claims to understand God, we begin at the beginning.  God created all humanity.  None of us are more or less loved by God, for God created us all, and we are each a unique gift to the world.  And while some parts of the world, of modern society, even many parts of the church try to set up walls and proclaim understanding of God’s acceptance, we often fall short.  For the God who continues to speak through the love of people today just as God spoke through the love and compassion of a man shunned by many long ago, Jesus of Nazareth, says “Come to me, all who are hungry or thirsty.  You are welcome here.”   Presenter:  Reverend Kimberly Wood, Immanuel United Church of Christ, Streamwood, IL.
Sex and Sexuality  …  for partners of crossdressers - an interactive workshop with lots of participation and discussion on sex and sexuality.  Presenters:  Kerri Ronne, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Chicago School of Professional Psychology & Laura Grimes, LCSW.
Spouses’ Panel …  discussion of spouses’/partners’ questions and issues facilitated by a panel of spouses.
Boundaries …  We all need our private space AND we want to be a part of loving relationships.  The ability to accomplish this is sometimes a challenge.  Boundaries are physical, emotional, and relational.  For CDs and their partners, these areas can be especially difficult when talking about our needs is a sensitive issue.  This session will be about knowing what our boundary needs and desires are, knowing what our partner’s boundary needs and desires are, and healthy ways to discuss and compromise so each person feels heard and has their needs met.  Presenter:  Melanie Griffith, LPC.
Fear and Anger  …  It was once said anger is just fear covered over.  Is that true?  We will talk about what we describe as fear and what we feel is anger, how to know the difference, how to deal with each in our relationships and especially those issues that come from being a CD or a partner of a CD.  Presenter:  Melanie Griffith, LPC.
We believe there is something of interest and value for the crossdresser and/or the spouse/parnter in these seminars.  We hope to see you at the Be-All this year.  We want the spouses/parnters to know you are very welcome to attend with your crossdressing partner.  
We realize that some spouses/partners get nervous about attending the Be-All Conference because the entire trans spectrum of people are there…from crossdressers to post-op transsexuals.  We would like to address your possible concern.  Be-All is there to provide information and support.  The Be-All Conference makes available a variety of seminars that are interesting and informative.  As you can see, there are a number designed for crossdressers and/or for their spouses/partners that provide an opportunity to learn, to get questions answered, to share information and experiences, to provide clarity to help promote understanding.  We have information for crossdressers and partners as well as having seminars designed for transsexuals.  Everyone in the community has a need to better educate themselves.  There are even seminars that are designed for anyone present, like on how to tell family and friends about oneself.  Be-All is the place to gather information and an opportunity to socialize.

Lastly, we also hope to go out to dinner on Thursday evening…a couples crossdressing event.  We will have to carpool and it is dutch treat.  We are hoping to go to Alexanders, just a short distance away, near Oakbrook Mall.  It is a very T-friendly restaurant.  I have eaten there with my spouse and many T friends en femme in the past, and the staff has always been very polite.  Plus, they have good food.  I adore their Alexander’s salad and their warm carrot cake!  Yum.  They don’t take reservations, so I will have to call ahead to make sure they can accommodate us.  We would like to know how many people are interested in this, so be sure to let us know when you register.  You can register for the Be-All either on line at Be-All.org or via mail with the pamphlet that was sent with the spring issue of The Mirror.  Hope to see you there!

